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DATA PAPER
Red text is for informational purposes only and should be removed before submission.  Text highlighted in turquoise should be replaced with your text.  Text that is not highlighted should not be altered. Note that what the manuscript looks like is flexible at the review stage, and so efforts should be focused on the content rather than layout.

The purpose of a data paper is to describe a dataset and make it FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable).  It does NOT report the findings of the data. Examples of data papers can be found at Data in Brief. Note that data must be publicly shared in a repository and referenced here.

To support our double-blind peer review process, be sure to remove identifying information from all documents, both metadata and text. Substitute "masked for review" for identifying text (such as the institution granting institutional approval) during the review process. Learn how to remove identifying metadata from Microsoft Word.

Please see the Author Guidelines, which provide more information about the content and the Style Guide, which provides more information about the formatting (abbreviations, etc).  JSMCAH follows the AMA manual style, which has been used to inform the sections below.

Sources:
1)	AMA Manual of Style 11th edition
2)	Writing for Publication in Veterinary Medicine. A Practical Guide for Researchers and Clinicians. Christopher & Young 2011 https://media.wiley.com/assets/7415/85/VETWritingforPubPDF.pdf 
3)	The Turing Way. Data Papers. https://book.the-turing-way.org/

Title
Titles should be concise, specific, and informative and should contain the key points of the work. The words “Data” or “Dataset” should be specified within the title.

Abstract
This should be a short summary of the dataset being described: what the data covers, how it was collected, how it is stored, and a short description of its potential reuse. Word limit 200 words. There should NOT be conclusions or interpretations.

Keywords: keyword, keyword
Provide 5-10 keywords. Avoid using the same words as in the title. Medical keywords should be drawn from the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH), as appropriate. You can automatically identify MeSH keywords by pasting your abstract at MeSH on Demand.

Repository location
A link to the repository DOI that links directly to the dataset.  Consider repositories such as Figshare, Open Science Framework, or Zenodo.
Potential value of the data
Briefly describe how these data may be valuable to advancing shelter medicine and community animal health.  May propose questions that could be answered by the data.

Background
Describe the context behind the dataset. Grey literature, used when peer-reviewed literature is not available, should be cited as a footnote rather than a reference in the References section. See the style guide for more information on citing formal and informal references.

Data description
Describe your dataset, including folder structure and files.

Methods
Describe in detail how the data were acquired or generated. The methods should be detailed enough so that the dataset could be replicated.  Ethical approval, if applicable, should be detailed here.

Limitations
Describe any limitations related to the data that might impact data quality.

References
JSMCAH uses the American Medical Association (AMA) Reference Style for citations and references. We strongly suggest using reference management software such as Mendeley, Zotero, EndNote, etc, to format references in AMA style. Grey literature should be referenced using a footnote rather than included as a reference. See the Style Guide for more details.

Author contributions
The JSMCAH requires authors to use the CRediT Contributor Roles Taxonomy to categorize author and non-author contributions. Author identity should be masked during the review process.
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Author notes
The author notes section should be included when material contained in this manuscript has been covered in a public forum, such as a poster, abstract, preprint, thesis, or publication of analyzed findings.

Supplementary material
In addition to uploading supplementary material to JSMCAH, it should be included at the end of the manuscript for ease of review. The data itself should be stored in a repository.
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