
A limited, lower-cost dental procedure can improve owner-reported 
canine health and welfare for dogs with severe dental disease

Severe dental 
disease &
limited access1

85%

47.2%• 56 small-breed dogs

• Severe periodontal disease

1.  Clinical exam
2. Cleaning
3. Clinically indicated 
 extractions

Radiographs 
obtained BUT 
clinician blinded to radiographs 
during treatment decisions

of evaluable tooth-level 
treatment decisions 
matched radiograph-based 
recommendations

Many had waited years for 
dental care

Making dental care more 
accessible may improve 
canine welfare by reducing 
prolonged pain and delaying 
of needed treatment.

THE PROBLEM

Significant 
improvements 
reported by owners3MAIN OUTCOMES

Radiograph 
findings &
retained roots4KEY TRADE-OFFS SUMMARY

Lower-cost, 
abbreviated 
dental procedure2INTERVENTION

A lower-cost dental 
approach improved 
owner-reported health 
and quality of life in small 
dogs with severe dental 
disease, with benefits 
lasting at least 6 months.

Cost is a major 
barrier to 
dental care

Prospective clinical trial
n = 56 dogs

Improvements persisted 
at 6 months

30%: 1–2 years
33%: 2–3 years
18%: 3–4 years
19%: >4 years

Owner-reported pain 
(% of dogs)

36.5% 4.4% 
Before 1 month

Overall health score 
(mean, 1–4)

2.77 3.36  
Before

(1,164 of 1,368 recommendations)

of dogs that had extractions 
had ≥1 retained root

Clinical signi�cance of 
retained roots remains 
uncertain; only one dog was 
documented with 
subsequent pain attributable 
to a retained root.

Prospective clinical trial  ·  n = 56 dogs with severe periodontal disease  ·  Owner-reported outcomes and dental evaluations

(25 of 53 dogs)

1 month

Quality of life (QoL)  
(mean, 0-10)

8.57  9.12   
Before 1 v



