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Intake models (2017-2021 data): (i) All
types of intakes, (ii) Stray/abandoned
only, (iii)) Owner surrenders only
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COVID-19 effects,
RHDV2 effects, and
organization type
(shelter vs rabbit rescue)
were associated with
decreased intakes in all
models (all P < .05)

COVID-19 pandemic on
rabbit care:

Decreased intakes &
adoptions

Concurrent operational
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Sustained resource constraints
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“They are one of the hardest species for us to find room in a foster home for, take some of the longest time getting adopted
out, and there are almost always several on our waiting list”. [Participant 40]

Many organizations
experienced overlapping
challenges during the
COVID-19 pandemic
including RHDV2. These
challenges limited intake
capacity and strained
management resources.
Findings suggest
opportunities for expanded
community partnerships,
more fosters, validated
strategies to get rabbits
adopted from shelters and
rabbit rescues faster, and
emergency planning to
support organizational
sustainability and to
safeguard rabbit welfare.




